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MEDIA/PUBLIC HEALTH ADVISORY 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 2, 2015 
 

Bat Found at Cedar Heights Junior High School  
 

 
BREMERTON, WA—A dead bat was found at Cedar Heights Junior High on July 1, 2015.  Testing 
could not be performed on the bat, but because bats can be infected with rabies and can 
spread it to humans, parents with children who were on the school grounds on July 1 should 
ask their children about any contact with the bat.    
 
Anyone who touched or had contact with the bat or its saliva could be at risk to developing 
rabies and should seek medical attention.  
 
The bat was found around noon on July 1 by a school employee.  It was found behind the 
school on a sidewalk near the back entrance to the Commons. No one reported seeing a bat on 
the grounds prior to the discovery of the dead bat, and it had not been noticed during the 
morning security walk. 
 
"If you, your child or your pet had any contact—touched, or were bitten, scratched or had 
contact with saliva—with a bat at Cedar Heights Junior High on July 1, please contact your 
physician," said Dr. Susan Turner, Health Officer for the Kitsap Public Health District. “This 
situation is an opportunity to remind children that they should never touch a bat or other wild 
animals.” 
 

 If someone has had contact with the bat, treatment can prevent infection. This 
treatment should be given as soon as possible.  

 Once symptoms develop, rabies cannot be treated and leads to death in virtually all 
cases.  
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About Rabies 
 
Rabies is a viral disease of the central nervous system that is almost always fatal once 
symptoms begin. The virus is found in the saliva of an animal with rabies and is usually 
transmitted by a bite or scratch. In Washington State, most cases of rabies in animals occur in 
bats. Most bats, however, do not carry rabies, and most of the bats tested for rabies in 
Washington are not infected. 
 
Because rabies is a life threatening disease, medical advice must be sought promptly if a bat 
comes into contact with humans or animals. Rabies may also be carried by other mammals. A 
person bitten by a wild animal or domestic animal should seek medical advice to assess the risk 
of rabies and to get other needed treatment. 
 
If you find a bat: 

 If you find a bat inside the house, call Kitsap Public Health at 360-337-5235 to discuss 
the situation and to arrange for testing the bat for rabies.  

 If the bat is alive, do not let it go! Knock it to the floor with a broom or other object, and 
cover it with a wastebasket or other container. Scoop it into a secure box with a lid 
without touching it or wear heavy leather gloves to pick it up and put it in a box.  

 Use a shovel or gloves to put a dead bat in a box for testing. Do not throw it away!  
 
More information on bats and rabies is available from the Washington State Department of 
Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
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