


1) Update on the Tobacco & Vapor Product Control & 
Prevention Program at KPHD

2) 2019 Successes from the Tobacco Program

3) Update on the Youth Marijuana Prevention & 
Education Program at KPHD

4) Possible policy opportunities taken from recent 
national Public Health Marijuana Summit
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→ Schools
→ Businesses
→ WIC Clinics

→ Tribes
→ Local 

governments
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

→

→

→

2018 Healthy Youth Survey, Kitsap County



1)

2)
3)

CDC Infographic. 2018. Electronic Cigarettes: What’s the Bottom Line?

https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_information/e-cigarettes/pdfs/Electronic-Cigarettes-Infographic-508.pdf?s_cid=bb-osh-effects-graphic-007


Passed Tobacco 21



→ Conversations happening at State 
level for military bases and Tribal 
lands

Passed Vapor Tax
 Volume tax on vapor products
 Impacts to Kitsap:

→ Currently slated to help with Foundational Public Health Services, Cancer 
research, and Tobacco Prevention

→ Unknown effects to youth prevention
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University of Washington, Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute (ADAI)

http://learnaboutmarijuanawa.org/factsheets/adolescents.htm


2018 Healthy Youth Survey, Washington State

Retail Stores 
Introduced









2018 Healthy Youth Survey, Kitsap County

There is an increasing percentage of students 
who think there is no/low risk of using 

marijuana. 

A large proportion of youth report that adults, 
the community, and friends don’t think it’s 

wrong for youth to use marijuana. 



Increase in 
Youth 

Substance 
Use

Low Youth 
Perception 

of Harm

Low 
Community 
Perception 

of Harm

 Marijuana Access
→

→

 State-Level Changes
→
→

Historical Trend in 
Substance Use:

1Agaku IT, Perks SN, Odani S, et al. Tob Control 2019; 0:1–9. doi:10.1136/tobaccocontrol-2018-054728



1) There are limits on local 
Tobacco and Vapor Product 
policy options. 

2) Currently, marijuana does not 
have the same limits. 

3) Education, policy, and 
environmental strategies are 
all necessary in order to 
address these issues. 



Example Opportunities

 Place a county-wide cap on # of licensees (e.g. 1 per 50,000) 

 Municipalities place moratoriums on # of new licensees (e.g. no new)

 Density restrictions (e.g. Placing a cap on # of new licensees in low-
income areas or within certain distance of schools)

 Restrict Marijuana Billboards or Billboards within Bus Routes

 Require special event licenses for marijuana events, including festivals 
like Hempfest

 Reduce opportunity for retailers to use attractive lighting (e.g. 
Christmas and Rope lights)



1) Youth vapor product use is on the rise nationally and locally.

2) We are limited in what policies we can use to curb this 
problem. Currently we are working with multiple sectors to 
educate youth, parents, and adults.

3) Since 2014, youth marijuana use has stayed steady but 
perception of harm has decreased dramatically.

4) We do not have the same limitations for marijuana policy 
that we do for tobacco. 

5) We have a window of opportunity to get ahead of a possible 
increase in youth marijuana use. 



megan.moore@kitsappublichealth.org

mailto:megan.moore@kitsappublichealth.org


Kitsap County Noxious 
Weed control Program

Balancing act of invasive species management
In our aquifers and waterways



“We are gathered today on territory of the local 
indigenous people, who have stewarded this land 
from time and memoriam. It is our goal and task 

as environmental stewards to respectfully 
manage those lands.”



Impacts of Weeds
• Approx 5,000 species of introduced plants have escaped in 

the U.S. 
• Non native weeds invade approx 1.8 million acres of U.S. 

Wildlife habitat/ yr
• Over 60% are escaped ornamental plants

• Impacts:
– Environmental, Recreational, Public Health, & Economic



Obnoxious vs. NOXIOUS
Weeds

• Non Native Weeds:
– Plants that have been introduced to a “native” plant community either by contamination 

or by intentional propagation

• Obnoxious Weeds: 
– Plants that are an annoyance 
– Can be controlled or managed relatively easily

• Invasive Weeds: 
– Aggressive plants 
– Take over a “native” plant community  
– May have been intentionally introduced 
– Could also be natives



• Legally deemed for control (RCW 17.10)

• Non-native, Invasive Plants 
– Destructive & Competitive 
– Difficult to control

• Botanical Characteristics
– Perennials 
– Prolific seed producers
– Seeds can remain dormant for many years

What is a Noxious Weed?

Dalmatian Toadflax



How a Weed Becomes a State 
Noxious Weed

• Plants are noted as aggressive and highly difficult to 
control

• These plants have a significant ecological, 
environmental impact and or cause harm to humans 
and other animals 

• Washington’s weed laws mandate the control of many 
weed species. “Control” is defined as the prevention of 
all seed production. 
– 3 categories of “priority”



What are Noxious Weeds & 
Why should we care

• Legal definition : 
• A plant that when established is highly destructive, competitive, or 

difficult to control by cultural or chemical practices.

• RCW 17.10:
• limit economic loss and adverse effects to Washington's agricultural, 

natural, and human resources due to the presence and spread of 
noxious weeds on all terrestrial and aquatic areas in the state.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=17.10&full=true

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=17.10&full=true


CDC OF the plant world
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•Increases soil erosion
•Prevent Native plant 
growth
•Change dynamics of 
living system
•Impact water quality
•Disrupt natural habitats

Impacts of invasive weeds
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Where are Noxious Weeds
• Forests
• Rangelands
• Rivers & Lakes
• Shorelines
• Wetlands
• Fields
• Back yards
• Parking lots



CLASS “A” WEEDs
– Non-native
– Pose a serious threat to WA
– Limited Distribution
– Unrecorded

• Goal
– Prevention of new infestations
– Eradication of  infestations



Giant Hogweed



CLASS “B” WEEDs
– Non-native
– Abundant Distribution in portions 
– Limited to no distribution in other areas
– Pose a serious threat to “clean” areas 

• Goal
– Prevention of new infestations in Designated areas 
– Containment 



CLASS “B-Designate” Weeds
• State has authority to designate control
• Regions where weed is unrecorded or 

limited in Distribution
• Automatically placed on county/ weed 

district list
• Goal: Containment and eventual eradication



CLASS “B-Designate” Weed
Purple and Garden Loosestrifes



CLASS “B-NON Designate” 
Weeds

• Regions where weed is 
common or abundant.

• County/ weed districts have 
ability to place on their weed 
list

    



CLASS “B-NON Designate” Weed
Scotch Broom



CLASS “C” WEEDs 
– Non-native
– Widespread Distribution
– Control is Decided at the 

County or district level

• Goal
– Long-term suppression 
– Control is decided at the 

 







Highest priority in Kitsap
• These plants have limited 

distribution within our area
• May be toxic
• Are found in areas that are 

challenging to control
• Key is preventing these form 

getting a foot hold



Control and 
Containment

• Could be wide spread
• There is hope of slowing 

infestations down
• May be toxic
• Cost to control is still reasonable
• Kitsap County Staff will work to 

remove 



Education and outreach
• Species are already wide spread 

so staff time is not spent on 
control

• Key is to get individuals to keep 
the populations in check. 

• Work with volunteer groups on 
public properties



Not all weeds are 
noxious weeds 

• You will get most questions about 
obnoxious weeds

• Common questions you will get
– I have this green plant that is growing 

everywhere. What is it?
– There is this thing taking over my garden 

that has little white flowers. What is it?
       



Integrated Vegetation Management
• Prevention IS the BEST WEED CONTROL

• Stop infestations when there are only a few 
plants to control!!!

• Prevention *Mechanical * Cultural * Chemical
• Biological 
• You must use them all together



Rules of success for weed 
removal

• Stop weeds early
• Start with a small 

manageable area
• Treat the area like a fire, go 

to the edges and work in
• Get help
• Replant quickly
• Keep up on maintenance 

weekly
•Try to avoid pesticides
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What can happen When you don’t treat 



Management is a Balancing act:

Environmental 
health

People who are fearful 
of what they don’t 

know

Weed 
Control People “who think 

they know”



Our jobs:  control “pests” to Increase 
“yield” and Environmental Health

• Public sees the hazmat suits not the weeds or 
other issues

• Public sees us “harming” the environment not 
Helping heal the environment
– Herbicides as an “antibiotic” or chemotherapy 

• Public reads all the propaganda but never real 
research
– I never claim that herbicides are “not harmful”



Wellheads and weeds



Wellheads and weeds
• Avoid pesticides when 

possible. 
• Read the label
• Know your soil type

– High organic matter 
– Loam
– Sandy loam
– Sand



• How deep is your water 
table?

• Are there surface runoff 
issues?

• Slope of the area

http://npic.orst.edu/capro/groundwater.html

Wellheads and weeds



Why control the weeds?
*You may not need to control the 
common weeds on your well site.
* IF you are dealing with noxious weeds 
you may have to take other actions. 
Weeds of concern:  Knotweed, poison 
hemlock, tansy ragwort



Noxious Weed Challenges
Mechanically mowing 
– Spreads the                                         

problem 
– Makes some plants                                                   

more aggressive 
– Pulling is not effective



Small targeted herbicide treatments
• Get to the root of the problem
• Targeted herbicides should only be 

used as a last resort
• Always read the label 
• Use licenced applicators that will use 

herbicides specifically for “aquatic” 
areas 



Targeted approach for knotweed on or 
near wells

• Direct injection of 
licensed herbicides

• Continual 
management of                   
site to ensure no 
regrowth 



2007-2015





Balancing Public Opinion 
• A few complaints have logged 
• Landowners started to see native plant 

regrowth 



The Balancing act
• Bringing all the players to the table
• Partnering with various groups to achieve 

control
• Keeping the public informed

– Each year there is are news paper articles
– Each March and August information is sent 

out to landowners 



What is success?
• Not just controlling one weed but engaging the public in 

a conversation to help the pendulum swing back

• Successful IPM plans hinge on the judicious use of 
herbicides 

• Education and outreach to increase personal knowledge 
will ultimately result in the success of a noxious weed 
program

• Taking the fear factor out of pesticides and providing 
landowners with actual science based facts is key



Lessons learned
• Key is getting people engaged 
• Put out as much education as possible

– There is never enough education people will still 
say you did not inform the public

– Keep records and meet with people on site
• Keep working with local officials 
• Partnering is Key



Current local issues
Forest practices: 
Washington’s working forests provide many 
products and benefits including wood and 
paper products, recreational opportunities, 
wildlife habitat, and protect clean air and water 
now and for future generations.



Working forests post harvest 
pre planting 

After harvest the “blank slate” is now very 
susceptible to weed infestations to overtake 
the area. 
Targeted applications take place with the 
use of licensed applicators. 

Water way buffers are identified, marked and 
avoided



Application methods
*Methods may include ground 
applications and aerial applications 
where applicable. 
*Various products are licenced to be 
used on the harvest sites.



Why are herbicides used?
*To improve growing conditions for young 
trees by reducing the competition from fast 
growing brush, weeds, and invasive plants. 
*Reduce the impacts of Scotch broom and 
butterfly bush along with reducing toxic 
plants like tansy.



Take away
● Herbicides play a role in weed 

management 
● We must all ask questions and hold 

accountability
● Education and information is key 



4.8 million acres in Washington are 
certified as Sustainable Forestry.
*Sustainable forest management 
includes protection of water quality, 
biodiversity, and wildlife habitat with 
special consideration for at-risk species. 
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Questions?
"Treat the earth well: We did not inherit it 

from our Ancestors, but we borrow it 
from our Children." 

Ancient Indian Proverb 
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